Psychiatric manifestations of HIV disease.
This chapter contains a detailed description of the range of psychiatric problems likely to present in HIV patients and their relatives, and a discussion of the principles of psychiatric management. Psychosocial problems at the various disease stages are reviewed, including those at the time of HIV testing, and in asymptomatic and symptomatic individuals. Mania and schizophrenia-like syndromes are discussed, as well as neuropsychiatric disorders occurring in early and advanced HIV disease. The impact of HIV disease on relatives and professional carers is reviewed. The role of physicians and nurses in the psychological care of HIV patients is outlined, together with the role of mental health specialists. Basic information about the recognition and treatment of major psychiatric syndromes is provided. Finally, issues involved in supporting staff working with HIV patients are discussed.